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Authenticity is important in
living history events because
they are meant to be education-
al and fully immersive, Seyfrit
said. Seeing an authentic
Union or Confederate uniform,
seeing exactly how a medical
professional would dress, or
witnessing a civilian in their
everyday garb, is integral to
that immersion.  

“Events like this are not just
people shooting at each other.
Spectators really get a feel for
the way people lived back
then,” he said.

Burns agrees that quality
and attention to detail is para-
mount when it comes to histor-
ical clothing, and so is having a
local clothing designer and
seamstress available. 

“An important factor in find-
ing someone to make your his-
toric garment is finding some-
one close enough to do the
proper fittings,” she said. 

For the first time, she will be
setting up as a sutler (a civilian
merchant who sells provisions to
the military, or in this case, spec-

tators) at this year’s Battle of
Richmond reenactment. She will
be one of many skilled artisans
present.

Burns also is involved in local
Civil War organizations. She
serves as vice-president of the
Battle of Richmond Association
and secretary of Friends of
Perryville Battlefield in Boyle
County in August. 

As evidenced by her varied
fashion interests, Burns is
always looking to expand her
market and range. “I am most
interested in learning about
other areas and staying chal-
lenged,” she said.

She has been asked to sew
everything from medical scrubs
to Halloween costumes and has
begun buying fabrics to make
formal gowns for proms. The
girls commissioning the gowns
want something unique that
can’t be bought or rented locally.
The customers have a specific
vision that Burns wants to help
bring to life. 

“Imagination can become
reality,” she said.

Imagination also can lead to
some interesting fashions. Burns
also creates fantasy clothing and
costumes for “cosplay,” and
plans on offering a workshop on

historical clothing at a cosplay
convention in April. 

Cosplay, which is short for
“costume play,” is a form of per-
formance art in which partici-
pants dress in costumes that rep-
resent specific characters, often
from various media such as
anime, comic books and films. 

She also plans on venturing
into the burgeoning “steam-
punk” market, which revolves
around imaginative, re-envi-
sioned fashion developed from
the industrial aesthetics of
Victorian-era fiction, Art
Nouveau and films from the
mid-20th century. 

Burns keeps an online pres-
ence on both Etsy and Ebay,
but is available most days at
her shop in Berea to meet with
customers and sew something
new or alter/repair pieces from
current wardrobes. 

While she started sewing
with the humble intentions: “to
make really cool Halloween cos-
tumes for my kids when they
were small,” said Burns, her
repertoire and interests have
developed quite a bit through the
years, showing a demand for
quality handmade clothing of all
sorts could be a viable market in
Madison County.
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Donated funds stay with the
local facility so that it can help the
community in which it is located.

In addition to operating the thrift
store, the soup kitchen and mobile
kitchen program, and the emer-
gency shelter, the Richmond loca-
tion also operates a food pantry to
help feed the needy and provides
vouchers for utilities, such as heat,
to those in need. 

It also provides seasonal servic-
es, such as toys and Christmas
stockings for children and
Christmas food baskets.

Last fiscal year, the organization
provided social services to 3,896
people and the emergency shelter
accommodated 227. It served near-
ly 20,000 meals, provided $32,225
in food assistance; $23,574 in cloth-
ing assistance; and $18,084 in utili-
ty assistance. It also logged 8,785
volunteer hours.

To find out more about the serv-
ices offered by the local Salvation
Army, explore opportunities to vol-
unteer, or find out how to make
contributions, go to www.salvation-
armyrichmondky.org, or call (859)
623-9584 for more information.
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The Richmond Register’s his-
tory goes back more than 200
years to when Richmond was
incorporated as a city.

Richmond’s earliest newpaper
was The Globe Register, first pub-
lished Nov. 2, 1809, by Dr.
Thomas White Ruble, a
Virginian who came to
Richmond in 1805. Ruble owned
the paper for a year before selling
to John A. Grimes, who changed
its name to The Luminary.

The paper was sold to Joe
Turner in 1816, who in 1822
changed the name to The
Farmer’s Chronicle. Competition
came in 1822 when The
Richmond Republican began
publication. A third newspaper,
The People's Press, started in
1827. The Chronicle was sold
again in 1829. Col. William Neale
bought it from Turner for $1,000.
In 1845, editor Thomas I. Goddin
changed the name from The
Farmer’s Chronicle to The Whig
Chronicle, which found competi-
tion from 1847 to 1859 from The
Kentucky Plowboy.

J.M. Shackleford and S.V.
Rowland were proprietors in
1852 and again the paper’s name
was changed, this time to The
Weekly Messenger.

In 1851, Col. R.H. Johnson,
who had successfully published
The Western Whig in central
Illinois, came to Richmond and
bought Rowland’s interest in The
Messenger. He later bought
Shackleford’s interest and made
The Messenger the largest circu-
lated paper in Kentucky outside
Louisville.

The paper was sold again in
1858 to a joint stock company but
ceased to be published in 1862,
apparently on account of the Civil
War. In September of 1862,
another paper, The Kentucky
Rebel, was published in
Richmond, but only one issue
was published during the
Confederate occupation of
Richmond. 

Other papers that appeared in
Richmond during the war years
included The Mountain Boomer
by Barney Young and The

Mountain Democrat.
The year 1866 saw The

Kentucky Register appear in
Richmond. It was followed by
The Herald in 1879, which was
replaced by The Climax. The
1890s saw three papers being
printed in Richmond: The
Kentucky Register, The Climax
and The Semiweekly
Pantograph.

Other papers started in
Richmond in the early 1900s
include The Madisonian pub-
lished by Judge Grant E. Lilly and
The One Timer by Preston Smith.

In 1917, S.M. Saufley pur-
chased The Climax and The
Kentucky Register and created
The Richmond Daily Register.

Saufley would sell half inter-
est of the paper to Keen Johnson,
who became editor and presi-
dent of the paper. Saufley died in
1942 and his son, Shelton M.
Saufley Jr., became co-publisher
with Johnson and T.B. Challinor
as partners.

Johnson was the editor of The
Richmond Daily Register until

he was elected governor of
Kentucky in 1939. Challinor was
general manager of the paper
until his death in 1965. His son-
in-law Ben Tureman then suc-
ceeded him.

In 1970, the paper changed
hands again. Frank Helderman
Sr. of Alabama bought the paper
and named Randall Shew pub-
lisher.

Helderman sold the paper to
the Thompson Corporation in
1985. Thompson owned the

paper for 10 years before selling
to American Publishing, a sub-
sidiary of Hollinger
International, in 1995.

Community Newspaper
Holdings Inc. (CNHI) bought the
Register in 1999. The Richmond
Register has won numerous
awards from the Kentucky Presss
Association, including the
General Exccellence Award for
newspapers under 10,000 circu-
lation in 2006 and 2010. It won
second place in 2012 and 2013.

Richmond Register’s history begins in 1809
Read down through the years

First Presbyterian Church
is Richmond’s oldest

Richmond Freemasons
celebrating bicentennial

From left, Sarah Burns, Marilyn Miller and Anna Burns model Civil War-era clothing
on the patio of the historic Pleasant View house at Richmond Battlefield Park.


